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Welcome Remarks « na12@ausu V

Thailand’s ambition is to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 40% by 2030, reach carbon neutrality by 2050, and achieve net zero
GHG emissions by 2065. We are pleased to learn that Thailand plans to submit updated Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs)
at the 27th Conference of Parties of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP 27), with strengthened
measures and targets to align with these ambitions. The new NDC is expected to define mitigation targets for the agriculture sector,
in addition to the established adaptation measures, and include shifting from conventional to climate-smart ways of cultivating rice

as a reduction measure.

Through our close collaboration with the Rice Department (including its Rice Research Centres) and the International Rice Research
Institute (IRRI) in the last years under the TGCP-Agriculture project, funded by the International Climate Initiative (IKI), we know that
GHG emissions from rice cultivation in Thailand can be measured and that emissions can be mitigated. TGCP-Agriculture is proud to
have supported Thailand’s rice researchers with technology and expertise for primary measurement and calculation of GHG emissions
from rice fields, and to lay strong foundations for a Measurement, Reporting and Verification (MRV) system to collect data and monitor

progress on mitigation into the future.

We also know that low-emission practices generate tangible results — reducing GHG emissions and delivering direct benefits to farmers
in quality and net income gains. These approaches have been piloted and begun to be scaled through farmer outreach projects
implemented under leadership of the Rice Department, Deutsche Gesellschaft fir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH, and
partners in the rice value chain. To prepare for roll-out of best practices at a national scale, TGCP-Agriculture has supported the devel-
opment of a national voluntary standard to guide and reward rice farmers moving to higher sustainability. Further, a core cadre of
master trainers drawn from public officials and farmer leaders has been built and stands ready to drive engagement with rice farmers

to change practices to achieve greater climate and development benefits.

Thailand is well positioned to scale climate action in the rice sector. We look forward to providing continuing support on this pathway.

GIZ Thailand
September 2022

TGCP-Agriculture is funded by the International Climate Initiative (IKI), one key instrument of the German Federal Government to
support international climate action. The Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Climate Action (BMWK), Federal Ministry for
Environment Nature Conservation, Nuclear Safety and Consumer Protection (BMUV), and Federal Foreign Office jointly support
developing and emerging countries to implement and ambitiously develop the Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs)
anchored in the Paris Agreement. Thailand is a priority country in the IKI, with nearly 40 completed projects and an equal number
of ongoing and planned projects underway.

Thai-German
Climate Programme
(TGCP) - Agriculture
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National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and

Food Standards
Alternate Wetting and Drying

Federal Ministry for Environment Nature

Conservation, Nuclear Safety and Consumer

Protection

Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and
Climate Action

Better Rice Initiative Asia
Biennial Update Report

Chainat, Ayutthaya, Pathumthani,
Sing Buri, Ang Thong, Suphanburi

Emission Factor

Good Agricultural Practice
Gas chromatograph
Greenhouse gas

Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH

International Climate Initiative

International Rice Research Institute

Joint Graduate School of Energy and Environment

King Mongkut’s University of Technology Thonburi
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SECTOR

SRP

SSM
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Measurement, Reporting and Verification
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National Communication
Nationally Determined Contributions

National Science and Technology
Development Agency

Office of Agricultural Economics

Office of Natural Resources and
Environmental Policy and Planning

Sustainable Aromatic Rice Initiative

Source-selective and Emission-adjusted GHG
CalculaTOR for Cropland

Sustainable Rice Platform
Straw and stubble management
Site-specific nutrient management
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on Climate Change (UNFCCQ)
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About TGCP-Agriculture « igaiulasanis V

Background

Thailand signed the historic Paris Agreement on
22 April 2016, which brought together 195 countries to
collectively tackle climate change and keep the
global temperature rise below 2°C. At the 21st Confer-
ence of the Parties (COP21), General Prayut
Chan-o-cha, Prime Minister of Thailand, announced
that Thailand was committed to reducing annual
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 20-25% by 2030.
As the 4th largest emitter globally of rice-related GHG
emissions, Thailand is leading the fight against climate
change in the rice sector. Under the leadership of Rice
Department, and with support provided through the
Thai-German Climate Programme (TGCP) — Agriculture
project, farmers are gradually adopting sustainable
rice cultivation practices that reduce the impacts of
climate change. This will contribute to Thailand’s plan
to significantly reduce GHG emissions from agriculture
in the future

Our Goals

+ A Measurement, Reporting and Verification (MRV)
system has been introduced for the rice sector

« 15,000 farmers are trained in sustainable,
low-emission rice farming

+ Thai Good Agricultural Practice (GAP) standard for
rice has been further developed to include
climate-smart practices that contribute to reducing
GHG emissions

Thai-German
Climate Programme
(TGCP) - Agriculture
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Areas of Implementation

Ang Thong, Ayutthaya, Chainat, Pathumthani, Sing Buri,
Suphanburi, Prachin Buri and Ubon Ratchathani
Financial Support

+ International Climate Initiative (IKI), implemented by
Federal Ministry of Economics and Climate
Action (BMWK) in close cooperation with the
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature
Conservation, Nuclear Safety and Consumer
Protection (BMUV) and the Federal Foreign Office

Project partner in Thailand

Rice Department

Project duration

January 2018 - December 2022
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Achievements
ADUAISD

Years implementation
U anfiuanulasanis

Number of provinces implementing demonstration plots
Jaiafiandunisiniwlasande

Trainings on GHG measurement held
Ase nsilnausunisuszdiuanisudesfinuiSounszan

Smart Officers trained
ANININAN
Smart Farmers trained
INYININYATNT
B Low-emission rice farming adopted on (ha)
wunnusuldmaluladnnsudeefineisaunseandn (1@nans) ’
GHG emission reduction (in collaboration with
Thai Rice NAMA project) (& 30,837) tons CO2 eq.
YsunaunisaningEounszan (@dunissauiu duaiusulasenludiiiuiin
TAs59n13 Thai Rice NAMA) ’
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Chapter I: Policy

Mainstreaming Policy on MRV System

Rice farming in Thailand accounts for nearly 55% of
the total GHG emissions of the agricultural sector. At
the same time, farm households are increasingly
threatened by the negative impacts of climate
change, with direct potential impacts on household
and national food security and the economic strength
of the country. In view of this, the rice sector needs
well-managed, national mitigation and adaptation
actions and a system for the monitoring of GHG emis-
sions and their reduction.

Introduced during the 13th Conference of the Parties
(COP13) in Bali, Indonesia, the Measurement, Report-
ing and Verification (MRV) framework was adopted as
the solution for transparent tracking of GHG emissions
and effectiveness of mitigation measures taken at
national and international levels. All sectors were
called upon to undertake MRV processes.

Thai-German
Climate Programme
(TGCP) - Agriculture
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The Rice Department’s nationwide network of 28 Rice
Research Centres under the Division of Rice Research
and Development has the potential to provide
needed scientific expertise to tackle the challenges
that climate change poses to the agricultural sector,
particularly in rice farming and production. Their main
tasks involve conducting research aimed at increasing
the value of rice production while reducing produc-
tion costs and maintaining rice quality to meet regula-
tory and trade standards. Just as in other sectors,
climate change has become an emerging issue that
needs to be urgently addressed.

isoveguiifedniiuseme meldnedidouasianndn
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vhvnemasmaviuniiint Sedureddunsianuums
wazaImsNSTA Badeset1as ey Ineiuguiddy
Usgmavdlsidesdidunumugiunsimuuazdaasy
wealulagannisuaeefinvizounsyanAenisnsiainusunm
msUdesfnadounsyan Aldinasgiuaina
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Setting up the MRV System

Regarding the MRV system for the preparation of GHG
inventories for the National Communications (NC) and
the Biennial Update Reports (BUR) for submission to
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC), the Office of Natural Resources and
Environmental Policy and Planning (ONEP) published
an MRV Manual for Agriculture Sector in 2017.

Based on the manual, all activity data and supple-
mentary information are aggregated by the Office of
Agricultural Economics (OAE), which is the agriculture
sector focal point. The data are then transferred to

Thailand’s Greenhouse Gas Emission Inventory System
(TGEIS) by ONEP for the assessment of national GHG

emissions.

Thai-German
Climate Programme
(TGCP) - Agriculture
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On 14 May 2019, the Rice Department with support
from TGCP-Agriculture convened a policy-level work-
shop on developing a rice MRV system for Thailand.
The key topics included an overview of GHG invento-
ries for the NC and the BUR, an assessment of a poten-
tial MRV system for rice, tools for calculating GHG
emissions for rice cultivation, and recommended
scenarios for mitigation actions. Such a rice MRV
system is intended to enhance monitoring transparen-
cy by tracking GHG emissions from rice cultivation at
the national level, identify effectiveness of mitigation
actions, and provide increased comparability for
evaluation at the domestic and international levels.

A key decision at the workshop was to establish an
MRV Committee for Rice. The project assisted the Rice
Department to set up a National MRV Committee for
Rice and Technical MRV Sub-Committee. The Techni-
cal MRV Sub-Committee has mandates to measure
and report GHG emissions from rice production in
demonstration plots and farmer plots in implement-
ing provinces, with support from IRRI experts who
provide technical advisory and mentorship. The GHG
emission mitigation potential from rice production will
then be presented to the National MRV Committee
prior to presentation to the OAE as the agriculture
sector focal point for GHG inventories. The MRV
committee includes an OAE representative to set
guidelines for report preparation on GHG emissions
from farming in accordance with international norms.

letudl 14 wquaia 2562 nsunistsauiulasenis
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Chapter II: Building Research Capacity « WIUIANEAINAIIY

The Rice Department has been conducting research
on rice production and climate change for over ten
years. However, implementing an MRV system for the
rice sector in accordance with the norms determined
by the UNFCCC still presents a significant challenge
because it requires high transparency and accuracy of
GHG emission data.

The TGCP-Agriculture project has supported the Rice
Department in developing the capacities of research
officers at headquarters and in provincial Rice
Research Centres. A training curriculum on GHG emis-
sion measurement, data handling, and calculation was
developed, with sessions conducted throughout 2019
- 2022. Learning materials have also been developed
to facilitate continued knowledge transfer for officials

in the Rice Department.

Resulting, researchers and officials in the Rice Depart-
ment and related agricultural sector have been
equipped with knowledge and skills for generating and
compiling emissions and farm event information
essential for climate mitigation-related activities.

Thai-German
Climate Programme
(TGCP) - Agriculture
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March, GHG Emission Measurement for Paddy Fields
November, Calculation of GHG Emissions from Activity Data
Collected through Farmer Surveys

December, training sessions on the Correct Handling of
Gas Chromatographic Data

December, How to Operate and Maintain the GC Machines

February, GHG Emission Calculation Training from the Data from
Farmer Questionnaires

April, GHG Emission Calculation Training from the GC Data

May, Evaluation of GC Data from Field Samples of Methane and
Nitrous Oxide Emissions in Rice Fields |l

June, Completing Raw Data from GC and Experimental Field
August, Summarizing the 2020 GHG Emission Data

October, Preparing for the 2020 GHG Emission Report
November, Experimental Design in Paddy Field and

Statistical Analysis Using SPSS Software

February, GHG Emission Calculation from 2021 GC Data
March, GC Operation and Maintenance Training (More Advanced)
Ausgust, GHG Emission Calculation from 2022 GC Data

Thai-German
Climate Programme
(TGCP) - Agriculture
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GHG Measurement

The Thai government is striving for more precise and
verifiable field measurements of GHG emissions from
rice farming, towards promoting more climate-friendly
practices.

In March 2019, the training curriculum kicked off in
Prachinburi province. Hosted by the Rice Department
in collaboration with IRRI and GlIZ, the first set of
training sessions aimed to establish strong foundations
for measuring GHG emissions from paddy fields and
setting up a high-quality GHG emission database.

Over 20 researchers from the Rice Research Centres
and Rice Seed Centres that are responsible for six
provinces in the Central Plains were trained to collect
and analyse GHG from the paddy field. The training
sessions enhanced the understanding among trainees
of the GHG measurement methodology and the
logistics of operation and reporting among the Rice
Department’s researchers. The researchers comprise
the core team that oversees further data collection at
the Rice Department.

Thai-German
Climate Programme
(TGCP) - Agriculture
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GHG Emission Calculation

In early 2021, training sessions addressed the next
stages of capacity strengthening, with focus on evalu-
ating GHG emissions based on data collected and
following the MRV framework. The training modules
are divided into two parts:
1) Calculation of GHG emissions from farmer surveys
2) Evaluation of gas chromatograph data from field
samples

A total of 17 research officers from provincial Rice
Research Centres in CAPSAS, Prachin Buri, Ubon
Ratchathani,
completed the training curriculum. These topics are

and Rice Department successfully
designed to enhance the researchers’ understanding
of how to use the related software for the calculation,
namely the Source-selective and Emission-adjusted
GHG CalculaTOR for Cropland - SECTOR - and GET
Excel Sheet, which were developed by the IRRI, as
well as how to calculate emission factors (EF) from

emission rates and analyse GHG emission data.
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Dr. Thomas Jaekel (GIZ CIM Expert) led the training
and introduced how to use the programme GET-Excel
for GHG emission evaluation.

Dr. Laddawan Kunnoot from IRRI explained key
concepts of rice field GHG emissions.

Dr. Nittaya Cha-un, an academic from the Joint
Graduate School of Energy and Environment (JGSEE),
King Mongkut’s University of Technology Thonburi
(KMUTT), explained GHG emission calculation.

3. Todle weifa Jetwaan GIZ wurinsldlusunsy
GET-Excel Sheet Tunsuszdiuamnisuassmeisaunsean

3. ana1dad nssaY TUSnwsenieUsene andiide
YNENINUTENA BSUENANNSNAMNIEDUNTLINIUUDT

a3. 1A81 ¥19U NTUAAINGITETINATUNTIULAL
Fuandeu winedewmalulagnszasunansuys fneusy
BnsiwnfigEeunsean Winidedilne

Thai-German
Climate Programme
(TGCP) - Agriculture

Ms. Duangporn Vithoonijit, Agricultural Research Officer from Chainat
Rice Research Centre said: “I am confident that the knowledge and skills
can be applied in my work. The overall feedback from participants shows
they are satisfied with the knowledge and skills learnt from these training
modules and are willing to participate in similar training sessions and
others in the rice production field in the future.”
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Chapter Ill: Enhancing Innovation - #A3ZAUUIANTIN V

Gas Chromatograph

For the past few years, the Rice Research Centre in
Prachin Buri province has been the only Rice Research
Centre in Thailand to possess a gas chromatograph
for analysing GHG emissions from paddy fields. Today,
though, a lack of gas chromatograph is no longer a
problem. With support from the TGCP - Agriculture,
four more gas chromatographs have been installed at
the Thailand Rice Science Institute in Suphanburi,
Prachin Buri, and Chainat Rice Research Centre in the
central plains and Ubon Ratchathani Rice Research

Centre in the northeastern region.

A gas chromatograph is a sensitive instrument that is
used for measuring various types of gases usually
collected in small samples from the field. The instal-
lation of Gas chromatograph will increase Thailand’s
capacity to detect and quantify GHG emissions gener-
ated by rice production. It is intended to capture data
on GHGs produced by rice fields in different ecosys-
tems — such as irrigated and rainfed crop areas.

“We are now ready to measure and calculate GHG
emissions from rice paddy fields,” says Marsuton
Sanyapeung, a researcher at the Thailand Rice Science
Institute in Suphanburi, hoping the installation will in
the future provide updated and more accurate data
for the agriculture sector’s Measurement, Reporting
and Verification (MRV) system for national climate
reporting.

Thai-German

Climate Programme
(TGCP) - Agriculture
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Chapter IV: Gender Empowerment s LeSUNAYEnA3 V D

“Love the Earth” Rice Field

Ms. Sawanee Phorang’s paddy field is one of the
demonstration plots in the Thai Rice NAMA project,
Suphanburi. With the assistance of provincial Rice
Research Centres, each farmer adopts four low-emis-
sion technologies for his or her demonstration plot,
known as “Love the Earth” Rice Field, to reduce GHG
emissions. The demonstration plots show that sustain-
able rice cultivation note only reduces GHG emissions
and helps improve climate resilience, which in turn
helps the world in its climate change effort, but also
increases rice production, which ultimately results in
the improvement of farmers’ livelihoods.

To start with, officers collected gas samples from
demonstration plots by using manually operated
closed chambers. Gas samples collected from the
paddy fields were analysed by gas chromatograph
in the
Research Centres. From their experiences in applying

equipment laboratory at provincial Rice
the AWD method, officers saw improvements in rice
growing, that the plants are stronger and more
resistant to diseases and there are fewer problems
from pests and rodents. Farmers also see benefits in
applying this LLL technology, despite costs, to help
improve effectiveness of water control, reduce cost of
water pumping, and reduce weed and pest problems
in the paddy field.

Thai-German
Climate Programme
(TGCP) - Agriculture
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GHG Measurement Experts

Dr. Laddawan Kunnoot, an International Consultant,
International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), is an expert
on GHG measurement in rice fields. Her mission is to
develop research studies on GHG emission reduction
technologies in rice fields and enhance the potential
of new researchers in the Rice Department.

Talking about the female researcher’s role,
Dr. Laddawan said: “From my experience working
with academics from the old and the new generations,
both in domestic and foreign organisations, | have
seen the world evolve rapidly, not only in material
development but also advanced cognitive develop-
ment. This research work must be performed both in
the field and in the laboratory, and from my perspec-

tive, gender is not a hindrance in any way.”
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Regarding the strength and weakness of TGCP -
Agriculture, she noted: “The strengths of this project
are the enhancement of female and male research-
ers’ capacity as well as support for tools and
machines, e.g., Gas chromatograph, which is very
useful for the GHG analysis work. However, there is a
weakness related to timeframe of the project. Working
in the environmental management, a 5-year period is
too short. Capacity building both in the field and in
the laboratory for young environmental researchers
requires more time.”

“To build on the project’s success stories, the main
direction is to promote the use of technologies that
have a capability to reduce methane and nitrous
oxide emissions from rice fields, and to think about
how to boost farmers’ confidence in managing rice
production by applying recommended technologies
from researchers. A well-developed rice production
system will increase the confidence of society, which
has been awakened by g¢lobal warming. These
technologies can reduce GHG emissions, increase rice
yields, and reduce the cost of rice production at the

same time.”
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Dr. Nittaya Cha-un, an academic from the Joint Grad-
uate School of Energy and Environment (JGSEE), King
Mongkut’s University of Technology Thonburi, plays
an important role in training the research team of the
Rice Department on gas sample collection, water
level measurement in rice fields, Gas chromatograph
usage, results analysis, as well as the GHG emission
calculation, data interpretation, and report writing.
She is also one of the team members working to
develop the Rice MRV System Handbook.

Dr. Nittaya said: “I come from a farming family and
that has allowed me to gain experience in farming
since | was a child. When | had the opportunity to
study and do research in this related field, | continued
to build my own skills and experience by applying the
knowledge to farming and research development on
the topic of agriculture and environment.”

Thai-German
Climate Programme
(TGCP) - Agriculture
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Talking about challenges that might be faced by
female researchers while conducting research work on
GHG measurement in rice fields, Dr. Nittaya said:
“There are some challenges for female researchers in
terms of using the huge and heavy closed chambers.
Their size might make it difficult for women to work
with them in the field. However, in the process of
measuring and calculating GHG, there are no barriers
for female researchers. What matters is detailed, accu-
rate and precise analysis — and women and men can
both deliver.”

6

| hope that we see further development of this type of
research work in other extended areas or other regions in
Thailand, so that we can learn and apply appropriate
technologies for rice production as well as in adaptations for
climate change, which will unavoidably take place in the

agricultural sector.
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Chapter V: Towards Sustainability - sjagjmwé’aﬁu V %

MRV Knowledge Transfer

Comprising a handbook, printed products, and a series
of training videos, the MRV knowledge management
package serves as a tool for transferring know-how
and processes for measuring and calculating GHG
emissions in the rice sector. The target groups of users
include rice researchers, agricultural extension
officers, local farmers as well as interested members

of the public.

An important objective is to translate complex techni-
cal knowledge into a user-friendly form to address
obstacles and meet demands of the users. The
content of these learning materials covers all the
processes in the rice MRV system, which the intention
to enhance transparency and credibility in reporting
GHG emission reductions.

Information about how to conduct GHG emission
measurement in rice paddy fields and collect gas
samples from experimental plots can be found in the

QR Code.
- ]
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The series of training videos includes:

A training module on GHG emission evaluation
from farmer survey data, conducted by

Dr. Laddawan Kunnoot, an international
consultant from IRRI.

A training module on GHG emission evaluation
from the direct GHG emission measurement data
obtained from gas chromatograph analysis and
experimental rice paddy fields, conducted by
Dr. Thomas Jékel, an IRRI/GIZ expert, and

Dr. Nittaya Cha-un, researcher from JGSEE,

King Mongkut’s University of Technology Thonburi.

Training videos can be found in the below
OR Code.
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Rice MRV System Handbook

From January 2018 — December 2022, the develop-

ment of tools, promotion of technology, and strength-

ening of related capabilities have been continuously

implemented under the TGCP-Agriculture project by

the Thai Rice Department, GIZ, and IRRI, to develop a

Monitoring, Reporting and Verification system (MRV) in

the rice sector. Data to support MRV has been collect-

ed from 3 sources, including:

« Survey data

«  Emission data from experimental plots conducted
in CAPSAS and Ubon Ratchathani

e Farmer’s activity data to calculate emission
factors and GHG emissions from the paddy field

The introduction of an MRV system for the rice sector
is one of the main objectives of TGCP - Agriculture.
Many pilot activities have been conducted, ranging
from measuring and collecting GHG emission data
from several sources to develop accurate, transpar-
ent, and verifiable GHG inventories from the rice
paddy field.

Thai-German
Climate Programme
(TGCP) - Agriculture
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TGCP-Agriculture and the MRV Committee and Work-
ing Group in Rice Department are jointly developing
the Rice MRV System Handbook. The handbook in
structured in five chapters: Rice MRV System, Develop-
ment of Rice MRV System in Thailand, MRV of Mitiga-
tion Actions, Monitoring and Evaluation for Adapta-
tion, and MRV of Support. This handbook will be
utilised and maintained by the Rice Department as
well as other involved organisations.
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Sustainable Rice Cultivation Toolkit in Thai

The Sustainable Rice Platform (SRP) Standard for
Sustainable Rice Cultivation is a voluntary standard,
written broadly to apply to diverse national contexts
and rice production systems. The TGCP-Agriculture
project developed a toolkit in Thai language for public
access by Thai rice stakeholders seeking to learn
about and apply the SRP Standard.

The Toolkit includes:

« Thai translation of the SRP Standard for
Sustainable Rice Cultivation;

« Handbook for Smart Officers

+ Handbook for Smart Farmers

«  Cartoon storybooks, handouts, and posters; and

« Folk-style songs on sustainable practices.

The materials in the toolkit can be used by Smart
Officers, Smart Farmers, companies in the rice value
chain, or any other interested stakeholders to build
the capacity of farmers to apply more sustainable
practices in growing rice. The toolkit supports the aim
of the SRP National Chapter Thailand to increase
awareness and understanding of sustainable rice

production within Thailand’s rice sector.
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Best Practices in Sustainable Rice Production
Smart Officers and Smart Farmers

Since 2018, Rice Department, GIZ, and partners in the
rice value chain have jointly implemented projects in
Thailand’s central plains and northeastern provinces,
with the aim of raising awareness about sustainable
rice production and its economic, environmental, and
social benefits for local farmers and communities.

At the provincial and district levels, Agricultural
Research Officers under the Rice Production Extension
Division, and lead farmers have been trained in
sustainable rice production to become “Smart
Officers” and

demonstrate and promote use of low-emission rice

“Smart Farmers”, respectively to
production practices. Together, this group serves as
the main task force, playing an all-important role in
ensuring the food security of the country and alleviat-
ing environmental impacts such as climate change.

Mr. Boonyarit Homchan, a smart farmer from Chainat
province, shared his experiences of implementing
sustainable rice production, saying: “Since adopting
the SRP Standard, | get more benefits from my rice
production. The production cost is reduced and at the
same time, rice productivity in my paddy fields

increases”.
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“In Thailand, we are committed to scaling sustainable
rice cultivation practices through multi-stakeholder
action,” said Dr. Apichart Pongsrihadulchai, Advisor
to the Rice Department. “There are several projects
working to scale sustainable rice production in
Thailand, and many are public-private partnerships
which will help domestic and international partners to
work together to ensure that the Thai rice sector
remains among the global leaders on sustainable rice

cultivation.”

To further this progress, public and private partners
formed the SRP National Chapter Thailand to enhance
recognition of sustainable rice farming and its benefits
— from smallholders to consumers — in Thailand. The
target is to reach 100,000 rice farmers across the coun-
try to apply best practices in sustainability and meet
market demand for sustainably grown rice.
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Key Step towards Sustainable Rice production

In May 2022, the Ministry of Agriculture and Coopera-
tives published the Thai Agricultural Standard Sustain-
able Rice (TAS 2208-2022), a publicly owned, volun-
tary standard developed under the leadership of the
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food
Standards (ACFS) and the Rice Department, with
support from TGCP - Agriculture.

The new standard integrates climate change- relevant
requirements to help rice farmers achieve higher
sustainability, and to do so practically and economi-
cally in the local production context.

TAS is built on Thailand’s existing Good Agriculture
Practices (GAP) for Rice Standard, which emphasizes
food safety and quality of rice produced. And, it goes
further to reward practices that deliver climate and
other co-benefits, including water-use efficiency,
site-specific nutrient management, rice straw and
stubble management (no burn), farmer health and

safety, labour rights, and gender equality.

Domestically and internationally, some of the largest
brands, retailers, and traders are committed to sourc-
ing commodities from sustainable sources. TAS allows
Thailand to stay ahead of the curve and be
well-placed to provide sustainably srown rice to meet
the demand of consumers and markets.
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